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Similarities and Differences between the Structures

of Chinese Grammar vs. Phonology
HE Wei

Abstract The implicit rules of structure of Chinese grammar and phonology are of great
similarity though their features are of great difference. The core sentence pattern of
grammar is that subject, verb and object go one after another in sequence (SVO). As for
the phonology, initialsare to subjectsas finalsareto verbs. Predicate sentences are analogous to
syllables in structure. Chinese sentences can be grouped into four major types: 1)

substantive predicate sentences, 2) adjective predicate sentences, 3) verb predicate sentences,
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and 4) subject-predicate sentences. Types 1), 2) and 4) do not contain objects, just like
the finals that do not end with consonants. Verb predicate sentences can contain objects,
just like the finals that end with I, U, N, or NG. Sub-verbs in the sentences are
analogous to the finals beginning with I, U or Y. The syllables constructed with 22 initials
and 36 finals in the phonology of Putonghua (Beijing dialect) are just like the sentence
patterns in grammar. The analogy between Chinese grammar and phonology can shed light
on the survey and research in dialectology. The paper consists of 8 parts: 0) a brief
introduction, 1) subjects and predicates, 2 ) grammaticalstructure of verb predicate
sentences, 3) sub-verbs and predicates, 4) examples of structures: phonology vs. grammar,
5) differences of structures: phonology vs.grammar,6) phonological structures and grammar
research, and 7) appendix: grammar from a phonological perspective.

Key words Chinese grammar, phonology of Beijing dialect, rule of structure
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